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  DECARCERATION
As indicated in the foregoing, the numbers of persons incarcerated in jails and prisons 
and supervised in community corrections has been declining recently. By 2014, we had 
seen seven years of declines of about 1.0% per year, with many of the declines being in 
probation populations, but for five of those years, there were either decreases in incarcer-
ation at the state or federal level or only relatively small increases (Kaeble, Glaze, Tsoutis, 
& Minton, 2016, p. 2). These declines were generally at the state level, but there have 
been recent decreases at the federal level. In most states, by 2014, a greater proportion 
of their correctional population was on community supervision than had been true pre-
viously. As indicated by the data contained in Figure 21.3, from 2000 to 2014, there was 
a decline in the number of people on probation and decreases in the numbers of people 
in jails and prisons, though the steepest decline was in probation populations (Kaeble 
et al., 2016). But these decreases in correctional populations came in the second half of 
that time period (from 2007 to 2014), as from 2000 to 2007, there were just increases. 
Parole populations have been the exception to these decreases in correctional popula-
tions; they only increased from 2000 to 2014. These more recent decreases (and increases 
in parole) have not been uniform across the states or by region (Glaze & Herberman, 
2013). In only three northeastern states—New York, New Jersey, and Maryland—were 
these declines a discernable trend over the last decade, though in Illinois, Michigan, Del-
aware, and Texas, the 2009 declines were preceded by anemic growth rates earlier in the 
decade (West et al., 2010). Nor have all states experienced such declines. The difference 
about the time period we are in, however, is that for the first time in a long time, we are 
seeing some steady, if not dramatic, declines in the use of corrections.

Source: Kaeble et al. (2016, p. 2).

FIGURE 21.3    �Rate of Persons Supervised by  
U.S. Adult Correctional Systems
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